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appetite for more power, and it is here~that organised
labour constitutes a danger to society which inevitably
reacts also to the serious detriment of the workmen them-
selves* In a way, the position of labour is similar to that
of the suffragettes before the war ; as long as the campaign
for reforms is carried on in a sensible way, the public
will heartily support the healthy movement. If, however,
the reformers resort to violent methods which in effect
jeopardise the peace and safety of the community, they
will only alienate the sympathy of the public.

Thus it is easy for the labour leaders to declare a general
strike, but it is not the employers who suffer most. The
greatest sufferers are the individual workers themselves*
Their leaders can perhaps afford to wait for a week or so
until the cessation of work does compel the employers to
surrender, but the poor workmen who merely live from
hand to mouth have to suffer* No doubt the ultimate
results of the strike will be hailed as satisfactory, but
if the families of the leaders themselves have to undergo
one-half of the privations invariably borne by their rank
and file, perhaps they will think twice, if not thrice, before
they declare a strike*

In the case of most strikes, the employers themselves
are never serious sufferers* This may be so if the employ-
ees of a large factory go on strike and the employer has
either to get new hands wholesale or negotiate and capitu-
late* But nowadays when a general strike is declared, the
number of men who go idle while their leaders carry fire
and sword into the community is reckoned, not by thou-
sands or tens of thousands, but by hundreds of thousands*
That means to say, so many men will be withdrawn from